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The New Evil Empire

America has become what Nazi Germany

and the Soviet Union used to be
By John Kaminski

skylax(@ comcast.net
2-28-4

Remember the Red Menace, also known as the Communist threat? Or how
about the Third Reich, the creator of which became the chief metaphor for
evil in the 20th century?

Most Americans, certainly those younger than 30, don't remember either.
Hell, they don't even remember Vietnam or Nixon or The Beatles. The
terms and their connotations are totally unfamihar, unless encountered n
history texts. Millions of Americans simply do not remember what America
used to stand for - freedom, justice, equality - and as a result, don't fully
comprehend the appalling reality of what America has become.

Once upon a time, back in the days of Elvis and the hula hoop, when I was a
little shaver, I was taught in school that when Germany took over France,
Poland and other European countries, that was wrong, and the United States
sacrificed almost a half milhon of its own young people to reverse those
situations in the name of freedom. And that happened twice, 1916-18 and
1941-45.

In the same vemn, I grew up being taught that the Soviet Union's annexation
of Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, and all of Eastern Europe was an evil
deed, and that for many years in a period called the Cold War, the American
military objective was aimed at overturning this unjust oppression. Back in
the 1950s when I was in elementary school, we used to have routine Civil
Defense drills where we used to have to hide under our desks pretending we
were about to be nuked by the Russians. Really!

It's a new world now. For one thing, the population of the planet has
doubled m those mere 50 years. And for another, it 1s the United States that
18 now sweeping the world, scooping up all these other countries in the name
of capitahst democracy, and telling hes about why it has to go to war. And
mnstead of railing against the powerful giant stealing freedom from all these
hapless victims, as it did m years past, the American press 1s now cheering it,
justifymng 1t in the increasngly ambivalent names of capitalism and
democracy. Worse, the American people are cheering it, too, something
that's never really happened in U.S. history, when the people support a war
that they know 1s based on les.
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