
Subject: Re: Come look at what I stumbled onto.
Posted by cheesesoda on Sun, 25 Jun 2006 22:42:25 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

WikipediaThe Klan's first incarnation was in 1866. Founded by veterans of the Confederate Army,
its main purpose was to resist Reconstruction, and it focused as much on intimidating
"carpetbaggers" and "scalawags" as on putting down the freed slaves. It quickly adopted violent
methods. A rapid reaction set in, with the Klan's leadership disowning it, and Southern elites
seeing the Klan as an excuse for federal troops to continue their activities in the South. The
organization was in decline from 1868 to 1870, and was destroyed in the early 1870s by President
Ulysses S. Grant's vigorous action under the Civil Rights Act of 1871 (also known as the Ku Klux
Klan Act).
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